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Background and Basics
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• A standard set of federal award terms and conditions 

• Based upon the OMB Uniform Guidance (2 CFR 200)

• Awarded by federal agencies to institutes of higher education and other non-profit research 

organizations

• Grew out of an initiative by the Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP)

What are the Research Terms & Conditions?



• A non-profit association of federal agencies, academic research institutions, and research 
policy organizations
– Includes both scientific and administrative representatives

– Current membership includes 10 federally agencies, 154 research organizations, and 8 policy organizations

• Purpose: Reduce the administrative burdens associated with research grants and 
contracts by working to streamline policy and procedure

• Goal: Improve the productivity of research without compromising responsible stewardship 
of federal funds

• How? Tri-annual in-person meetings, working groups and task forces, pilot programs
– eRA Working Group

– Subaward Working Group

– FDP Expanded Clearinghouse

– Research Terms and Conditions

The Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP)



History of the Research Terms and Conditions

FDP Phase I-III

(1986-2002)

FDP Phase IV

(2002-2008)

FDP Phase V

(2008-2014)

FDP Phase VI

(2014-2020)

FDP Terms & Conditions

(1986-2008)

Research Terms & Conditions

(2008- )

OMB Circular A-110

(1993 –2014)

OMB Uniform 
Guidance

(2014- )



The Research Terms & Conditions
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• Incorporates the entire Uniform Guidance and the FAQs by reference, clarifying or 
supplementing select provisions

• Consists of 4 parts…
– Research Terms and Conditions

– Appendix A – Prior Approval Matrix

– Appendix B – Subaward Requirements

– Appendix C – National Policy Requirements

…plus Agency Specific Requirements

• The National Science Foundation (NSF) serves as the official web host of participating 
agency documents relating to the RTCs - https://www.nsf.gov/awards/managing/rtc.jsp

Research Terms & Conditions

https://www.nsf.gov/awards/managing/rtc.jsp
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• Expanded Authorities

– Incur 90-day pre-award

– Initiate a one-time no-cost extension of up to 12 months

– Carry-forward unobligated funds from one budget period to another

– Rebudget between direct and indirect costs

– Purchase equipment without prior approval

– Transfer funds into Participant Support

• Title to equipment vests with the grantee

• Closeout 

– Final financial, technical, and any other reports due no later than 120 calendar days after end date

– All funds must be liquidated within 120 calendar days

Notable Terms and Conditions
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Agency Specific Requirements
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Hierarchy of Terms

Uniform Guidance (2 CFR 200)

Research Terms and Conditions

Agency Specific RTC

Award

Agency Specific Terms



Implementation Statement

“Effective April 3, 2017, all new NSF grants and funding increments on existing NSF 
grants…will incorporate by reference the Research Terms and Conditions…The Research 
Terms and Conditions will not be applied to NSF cooperative agreements and fellowship 
awards made to individuals…Unless otherwise noted in a specific article, the NSF Agency 
Specific Requirements apply to all new NSF grants and funding amendments to existing 
NSF grants awarded on or after October 11, 2017.”

National Science Foundation (NSF)

NSF
Notice of Award

Award Example



RTC Clarifications and Deviations

• Reporting

– Annual reports due 90 calendar days prior to the start of the next budget period. Report is considered 

overdue the day after the 90-day period ends.

– Final technical report and Project Outcomes report due 120 calendar days after end date.

• Other

– Financial Conflict of Interest (FCOI):  Must maintain an appropriate written and enforced  policy on conflict of 

interest consistent with the provisions of Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures Guide (PAPPG) Chapter 

IX.A

– Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR):  Must have a plan in place to provide appropriate training and 

oversight for RCR to undergraduates, graduate students and postdocs supported by NSF.

– Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA)

National Science Foundation (NSF)



Implementation Statement

“Effective April 3rd, 2017, the Research Terms and Conditions apply to all NIH grants and 

cooperative agreements with the exceptions noted in the NIH Agency Specific Requirements. 

NIH implementation of these Federal-wide Research Terms has no significant change in the 

requirements or terms and conditions for NIH awardees.”

National Institutes of Health (NIH)



National Institutes of Health (NIH)

NIH
Notice of Award

Award Example



RTC Clarifications and Deviations

• Prior Approvals

– Exception of the automatic carryover provision found in 2 CFR §200.308(d)(3)). Automatic carryover 

authority will be indicated on the Notice of Award (NoA)

– NIH prior approval is required for the transfer of a significant part of the research or substantive 

programmatic effort only when the transfer represents a change of scope unless the transfer is to a foreign 

entity.

• Other

– Participant support costs are only allowable when identified in specific FOAs. 

– Incorporates 45 CFR Part 75 and NIH Grants Policy Statement (GPS)

• Financial Conflict of Interest (FCOI)

• Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR)

• NIH salary cap

• Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA)

National Institutes of Health (NIH)



Implementation Statement

“…The terms and conditions will apply to all [assistance] awards…funded by NIFA except: 1) 

Capacity Programs; 2) the 1890 Facilities Program; and 3) the Small Business Innovation 

Research Program; as well as 4) awards to individuals. Existing research, education, and 

extension awards will continue to utilize the terms and conditions as stated in the award until 

the award expires unless the award receives a funding increment following June 1, 2017, in 

which case the core set of administrative terms and conditions and agency-specific term. In 

addition, beginning June 1, 2017, new NIFA research, education, and extension awards will 

utilize the Research Terms and Conditions, including the new agency-specific terms dated 

June 2017.”

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (USDA-NIFA)



USDA-NIFA

USDA-NIFA
Notice of Award

USDA-NIFA
General Terms & Conditions

Award Example



USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (USDA-NIFA)
RTC Clarifications and Deviations

• Prior Approvals
– No more than 50 percent of the total dollars of this award may be subcontracted to another party without 

prior approval except subcontracts to Federal agencies. 

– Salary rates of pay exceeding Executive Level IV requires prior NIFA approval.

• Reporting 
– An annual Progress Report is due 90 calendar days after the award’s anniversary date

– The Final Technical Report is required within 90 calendar days after the expiration or termination of the 
award

• Other
– Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR)

– Dual Use Research of Concern (DURC)

– Industrial Hemp

– Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA)



Implementation Statement

“The policy of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration is to implement the 

Research Terms and Conditions on new and renewal awards issued after October 1, 2017.”

National Aeronautics & Space Administration (NASA)

NASA
Notice of Award

Currently unknown.

Award Example



RTC Clarifications and Deviations

• Other

– Incorporates Appendix B to 2 CFR 1800 and Exhibit C Additional Terms and Conditions of the NASA Grants 

and Cooperative Agreement Manual (GCAM)

• Reporting

– Annual progress reports are due 60 days prior to anniversary date of award

– Summary of Research or Educational Activity Report is due within 90 days after the end date of the 

award

• Equipment

– Equipment not included in the approved proposal budget requires the prior approval

• Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA)

National Aeronautics & Space Administration (NASA)



Implementation Statement

“Commencing October 1, 2017, the Department of Commerce (DOC) will implement the 

Government-wide core set of research  terms and conditions for all research financial 

assistance awards subject to 2 CFR Part 200, in addition to any Department and Bureau-

specific terms and conditions that may apply. Awards made by the Department and its Bureau 

shall apply the terms and conditions stipulated in the award. Upon the issuance of a funded 

amendment or renewal, the Government-wide core set of research terms and conditions will 

be incorporated into the award.”

Department of Commerce (DOC)

DOC
Notice of Award Currently unknown.

Award Example



RTC Clarifications and Deviations

• Prior Approvals

– See Appendix A - Prior Approval Matrix

• Reporting

– The format, content and timing of technical reporting will be specified in the award document.

Department of Commerce (DOC)



Implementation Statement

“DOE will implement the Research Terms and Conditions for all new grant and cooperative 

agreement awards made after April 3, 2017 to all organizations subject to 2 CFR 200 as 

implemented by 2 CFR 910. DOE will also utilize agency specific terms and conditions dated 

April 2017. Both sets of terms and conditions will be incorporated by reference.”

Department of Energy (DOE)

Award Example

DOE
Notice of Award



RTC Clarifications and Deviations

• Prior Approvals

– See Appendix A, but note that there is an error – DOE does not require prior approval of 90-day pre-

award spending. The DOE Agency Specific Terms state otherwise and Chris Brown, Grant & 

Contract Officer, has confirmed this with DOE.

• Other

– Directs you to DOE’s Special Terms and Conditions

• Reporting

– Final reports (technical, financial, patent, and property) are due 90 days after the expiration 

or termination of the award

Department of Energy (DOE)



Questions?
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Jamie Sprague

Sr. Grant & Contract Officer and Federal Team Lead

jas2233@cornell.edu

OSP Roundtable – Research Terms & Conditions (RTC)

mailto:jas2233@cornell.edu

